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Division or *^JO(Xaphic Infor'ntion 
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(The following; Morraphic inrornation on r^ot^stel is baaod on 
35 personnel rncorcia cn file In tivs •t=.rliri voc\unf!:-.l O^nitr) 

1* Careers Kopstol ^vop Vorr. on 4^ 19C2 at Cioorlitz, oileaia 
Into a fnnily oi’ STnnll Inndovmera, /ror- 19Gc to 1922 i-:on*jtcl att^Tided 
school in Goerlita. In 19.‘23 he onter.Hi the rrxissian s c-lice, serving 
aa a patrolcan in • tottln. ilo \:tta prjnotcici to lieutcnar4t of police 
in 1925 . end was transferrrd to Uu.- ctnff of Police Gtoi^j ”:*»outheaaV’ 
in Borlin, In i^ebruary 1927 he readied fton lJio police and went to 
South Uest fVlca* ."‘ron 1927 to 1933 he rejncdlned in Southwest Africa, 
working flrat as h farrfier, and lat>;r aa a mining: and transport official 
in the ^Consolidated L'lai:x}nd i-ines ot -^ou'hwest Africa, Ltd*" H© re- 
turned to Oernflnr In 1933 and Locftmc active in tho Gor:nan Labor Service 
( Kelchaarbeltdlanst ) . attaining in 193S the rani: of Stabal alter * In 
August 1939 he wee activated into the Wehrr-acht (Oerrcar. Mnny). 



2* Hliitar)* Careers Pioostcl rccoived his con-^^ds.iion as a roserve 
second lieutenant on Juno 1, 1938. /fter hio activavJcn in Irn^st 1939, 
he participated in -5 he Polish cajnpalgn, reccivia: th" Ir^m Cross, second 
class, for bravery in trie battle* of lenborg. rVom Octx>rj©r 1939 to I'^ay 

1940 he was stationed on the Siegfried Line. After participating In 
the invasion of -ifVejics as an artUlcrj’’ officer, lioestel wns trana tarred 
to tho occupation forces in Pola,nd, Hr- received a prorx5tion to let 
lieutenant (r»?3rrvo) on October 25, 1940* ^roii I^ovoMbcr 1940 to March 

1941 ho was atatione-w in Gertviny, On March 26, 1941 hr volunteered 
for and uaa accepted into tlic so-called "a^-oric artillery” of the GerTnan 
krmyrn After extensive cchoo'^inf: and training in the storm artillery, 
Koestel was oa.iigned to a unit which -interod into action on the aouthi/rn 
Russian front in July 1941- epent fron July 1941 April 1942 on 
tho Husslan JfVont, and was wounded three tines. On April 1, 1942 
Hoestel was prone ted to the rank of roBorve captain. After a period 

of convaloaoonce at n laaornt in Hohonlychcn, itofistd requGst»?d axw 
was granted p^-rsdssion to transfisr from the Arny to the 55, He entered 
the S3 in March 1943 as a 3turmbann'fUebrcr (jtiajor). After comr^anding 
tho storm artillery unit of c newly-creatrd SS division, "Vestel vaa 
promoted to Ob er 3 tiirtaba m tfuohr er (lieutenant colonel) and brcaae 
commandant of tho Bvikowan 5tom Artillerj' 5chool on Movenber 20, 1943* 

In June 20, 1944 he wen rcllovcy* of vhat assignment and transferred 
lo the S3 Division Frundsberg , 
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ROK^TrX« rVcing (corJ.inUixl) 



3# Kfflclenny ‘^-cportsi An tifflcicncy rnport o.C cr.pteriber 
1943 f signature lllogible, states that "nocstol, a holder of the 
Cerraac Croas In gold, diatinguiahed himaelf not onl/ In combat, but 
also aa a student of atorii artHlery lac ties . '**e is ocorgetic, has 

a widt5ly-d«y eloped teaching ability, and hil:? nrocx>t.ion to Oberaturabana ’- 
fuehrer ia therefore fully justified**’ 

An nffloioncy rt sport of April 5 , 1944 algrod by € tandartenfuehr 
Gutberlet says that roestcsl b&nrjlos all rattrrr:; Vflll, but that he do- 
not always finish what he begins, euxi tlMt he does not get along well 
with hia associates, probably because he tries to derive per sc nil 
bonoflt ftom individual situations^ 

4* MisceD.aneoufl* Rotstel lists as occupations "polloe ox'ficer** 
and “fanner**. I!o opoaks English. Hoostol aarrled Santa-Maria Peters- 
HoUonberg on February 24, 1927. Be la the father of a daughter 
Ute«4?aleen, bom February 16, 1931, aud of three sonsi PVanz Kudo, 
born July 4, 1935, Kerten Kodtsrich, bom Jxdy 7, 1938, and Ame Ruediger, 
bom Au^st 22, 1940. Koestcl Joln^Hl tho N’aal Party on f-tay 1, 1937« 
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